McKINNEY BOYD BAND TRIP TO LOS ANGELAS, CALIFORNIA   

MARCH 13 – MARCH 17, 2010
Dear Parents and Students,

The privilege of taking an overnight trip, which is extended to the students of the McKinney Boyd Band, is an honor and reward for hard work and successful past efforts.  Participation in the Broadway workshop will be a significant opportunity for growth by the band program.

The factors in planning a trip of this type are numerous; scheduling, fund raising, etc.; however, even more important are the precautions which must be taken to guard against physical injury of any participant; against damage to property; or damage to the reputation of any student, the band, school or community; and against jeopardizing the possibility of future trips.  To help avoid problems, these guidelines are offered.  Each student and their parents should go over them together and any questions concerning them cleared up before departure.  This could be done with an email, phone call or conference with the director.  We hope everyone will view these guidelines as both necessary and reasonable.  The intention is not to limit anyone’s fun, but rather to see that the actions or omissions of any student do not endanger health, property, or reputation.

Sincerely,

Joe Nuñez

Rylon Guidry

Jason Myers

Derek Stoughton
Director of Bands

Associate Director
Assistant Director
Assistant Director
PRE-TRIP INSTRUCTIONS

1. Student and at least one parent/guardian attend required trip meeting.

2. Parents and students review guidelines and both sign and return guideline agreement.

3. Parents retain copy of itinerary.

Student Name (PRINT) ___________________________________________________

Student Signature _______________________________________________________

Parent Name (PRINT) ___________________________________________________

Parent Signature ________________________________________________________

Fill out a new emergency/medical form if your insurance or emergency contact information has changed during this school year.

McKINNEY BOYD BAND TRIP GUIDELINES
1. SCHEDULE – Each of you will receive a copy of the schedule.  Keep it with you and keep up with it.  Have access to a watch or cell phone clock.  BE PUNCTUAL!!!  It is not fair to the rest of the group for a few people to delay a departure.
2. SECURITY – Most of you will be carrying money, as well as some valuables.  Be aware that these things can “disappear” if you are not careful at all times.  Do not leave any luggage, instruments, or purses in an unsupervised or non-secure area.  Do not advertise the fact that you are carrying a lot of money.  Do not leave money in your room, unless it is locked in something.  If you do lock your suitcase, bring an extra set of keys.  Do NOT lock your suitcase when checking it in at the airport.  The chaperones will keep up with it for you as long as you bring the extra keys sealed in an envelope with your name on it.  Purses can quickly disappear.  If you do leave your purse anywhere (hotel, bus, etc.) take your wallet (money) with you.  The best idea is not to bring expensive jewelry or a large amount of money.      

3. DRESS – Be organized with your packing!  Remember that you are limited to one suitcase, instrument and one carry-on bag.  No uniforms will be necessary on this trip.  Plan to dress comfortably, reasonably, and in good taste.  Girls may wear two-piece bathing suits with a t-shirt when not swimming and boys are to wear swimming trunks and no Speedos.  All students will wear the fall marching band t-shirt on the departing flight to LA.
4. ITEMS TO TAKE – Make a list of everything you will need.
a. Sufficient clothing for five days and four nights.  Please plan on appropriate attire for trip activities (swimming, cool evening temperatures, workshop etc.)

b. Grooming supplies.  Remember to pack your grooming supplies in your suitcase and not in you carry-on.  

c. Money for  snacks (please refer to the itinerary) and souvenirs (optional), and hotel vending machines.  

d. Students will receive $60, 3/$10Bills in  Disney Bucks, 1 Universal Meal Coupon

e. Dinners at Bubba Gumps and Dinner Theatre have already been paid.

f. Labeled instrument, reeds, valve oil, etc.  Remember that only small amounts of oil and grease can be carried on.

5. LUGGAGE – Each person is limited to one suitcase.  The suitcase should reasonable in size (25” by 18” maximum).  A small bag may be carried on with you.  Label all bags and items with your name.  Take no more than you can carry in one trip.  All instruments, regardless of size or ownership need to have a label that will not come off.  
6. AIRPORT CHECK-IN – Remember that each student is responsible for their own transportation to and from DFW airport.  Students should arrive at the airport terminal for check-in two hours prior to departure time.  Don’t be late!  Remember it is advised that you pack all liquids including instrument oil and grease in your check-in luggage.  Make sure to have photo identification with you for check-in and passing through security.  Driver’s license or school identification with your legal name.  Wear comfortable loose-fitting clothing for the flight.  This will make passing through security easier and faster.
7. LOADING AND UNLOADING – It is the responsibility of the individual student to see that his belongings get to the proper place at the proper time for loading.  This would usually mean the curb side of the bus or wherever the loading crew directs you.  The loading crew will not go into the air port, hotel rooms, etc. to find or transport your things for loading.  It is the responsibility of each student to pick up his possessions after they are unloaded, without delay.  

8. CELL PHONES, IPODS, CD PLAYERS, DVD PLAYERS, VIDEO GAME SYSTEMS, ETC. – These may be taken on the trip, but bringing them is at your own risk.  Use only with earphones and on an individual basis.  We will spend a very limited amount of time in hotel.

9. AUTHORITY OF ADULTS – Chaperones; employees of the hotel, bus line, and any place we go or stop; workshop personnel, booster club members, and directors are the people in charge.  If they ask or tell you to do something, immediately give them your enthusiastic cooperation and attention.  No comments are necessary or appropriate.  It is their duty and responsibility to provide supervision.  This would include correction of inappropriate behavior.  Be cooperative, and remember – without their service there would be no trip.  

10. BOY/GIRL RELATIONSHIPS – Public display of affection is not acceptable.  The judgment of the adults on the trip will be final as to what is acceptable and what is not.  Please realize that the over exuberant public display of affection is offensive to many people.  We should always strive to make a good impression for the MBHS Band.  

11. DRUGS AND ALCOHOL – POSSESSION OF OR USE OF ANY DRUGS, CHEMICALS, INHALENTS, OR ANY OTHER INTOXICANTS, OR ANY OTHER INTOXICANTS, OR MOOD CHANGING, MIND ALTERING DRUGS IS PROHIBITED.  THE TRANSMITTAL, SALE OR ATTEMPTED SALE OF WHAT IS REPRESENTED TO BE ANY OF THE ABOVE LISTED SUBSTANCES IS ALSO PROHIBITED.  If you have a prescription drug that you must take, please bring it in its original container and in a zip-lock bag with your name.  Any infraction of this type will be dealt with swiftly and finally.  It will result in your being sent home at your expense by commercial transportation.  The matter will be turned over to the school administration immediately.  

12. TOBACCO – Use of or possession of tobacco in any form is prohibited.

13. LEAVING ASSIGNED AREA – It is essential for safety and communication that all students remain in the confines of whatever is the assigned area at all times.  While at restaurants-inside the building, not across the street or anywhere else.  In short, do not go anywhere with a “non-MBHS” person.  Ignoring this would be an excellent way to go home early.  We expect and demand that you use good judgment at all times.  

14. STAY IN A GROUP – While on the trip, do not go anywhere by yourself.  There is safety in numbers.  Stay in a group (8 or more).  Keep together and keep tabs on each other.  You will be in a strange place, and it would be easy to get lost.  

15. WATER BALLOONS, SHAVING CREAM AND OTHER PRANKISH ITEMS – No water balloon fights, shaving cream harassment, or other similar activities are allowed.  Judgment of what is similar is up the chaperones.  

16. ROOM GUIDELINES:
a. All students assigned to a room will be responsible for any damage or theft.  The amount will be divided equally among all the students staying in that room.  Keep all but the persons assigned to the room out of your room.

b. Keep your rooms reasonably neat and clean.

c. Doors to rooms should stay closed.

d. Use room phones for room to room calling only.

e. Use cell phones or pay phones for long distance calls.

f. Be aware that chaperones will enter and inspect rooms periodically.  This will be done without warning.  They will knock on the door and expect to be admitted immediately.

g. Lights out is the time when all lights in the rooms, music, etc. will be off and all students in bed.  Phone use including cell phone calls and texting is prohibited after lights out.   This trip has a schedule for each day, and you are sure to enjoy the trip much more, stay healthier, perform better, and generally be a more congenial person to be around if you get an adequate amount of sleep.  

h. No student will leave their room for any reason after curfew unless they have specific permission of an adult chaperone and are accompanied by a chaperone.  There will be chaperones up all night, as well as hotel security, making random patrols of the hotel halls.  Appropriate measures will be taken to identify anyone violating this guideline.

i. Any suspicious or unusual activity will be investigated.

j. NO BOY MAY ENTER ANY GIRL’S ROOM.  NO GIRL MAY ENTER ANY BOY’S ROOM.  If you wish to converse, do it totally outside the room-not in the doorway or in any way that invites entry into a room.  This includes guests who are not from MBHS.  This also includes taking luggage in and out, killing bugs, etc.  

k. Doors will be taped after room check each evening.

l. There will be other guests.  Let us not be the source of any complaints.

m. Upon arrival at the hotel, report any existing damage to your sponsor so you cannot be held responsible.  It will be to your advantage to see that your roommates all act in a responsible manner.  

n. Please do not plug in more than one hair dryer in any one circuit.

o. Do not lose your room key.  Prior to checking out, all keys are to be turned in to your designated chaperone.  DO NOT LEAVE KEYS IN YOUR ROOMS OR TURN THEM INTO THE FRONT DESK.

p. NEVER GIVE OUT THE NAME OF THE HOTEL OR YOUR ROOM NUMBER IN WHICH YOUR ARE STAYING!

17. Students will not be in the possession of any weapon as described in the MISD Discipline Management Policy.  Any student in violation of this policy will be sent home and referred to appropriate authorities.  

18. Any illness, injury, or dispute should be reported to a chaperone immediately.  Any difference of opinion or unusual invitation from strangers must be reported at once.  There will be no excused absences from any activity except for bed-confining illness.  

19. Be Responsible, Listen and Make Good Choices.  It is your responsibility to know what is going on.  Listen for instructions, and note any changes in itinerary.  PAY ATTENTION!
20. MONEY – You will need money on the trip to buy three meals, snacks and for various other needs.  We recommend $75 for food and snack purchases.  Pace your spending!  (Don’t spend all of your money for souvenirs, leaving you unable to purchase both meals).

21. Any property damage will be paid for by the students involved.

22. Any student in violation of local or state laws will be turned over to the local authorities.  The band directors and chaperones will not accept custody of any student who has been turned over to local law enforcement.  A parent or guardian will have to travel to the law enforcement agency to pick up the offending student.  

23. Any student who excessively violates the general trip guidelines will be sent home.  

24. CITIZENSHIP – Be an outstanding citizen.  Realize that future trips depend on your performance on this trip.  Cooperate fully with all adults.  Get along with your fellow students.  The good of the group comes first.  Exhibit superior performance in all phases of the trip.  

25. FIRE ALARM – Familiarize yourself with emergency exits as you go to your room.  Read the fire alarm information and fire procedures in your room upon check-in.  In the event of a fire alarm, evacuate the hotel and all students meet outside.

26. ILLNESS – Report any illness immediately to a chaperone.  If a student becomes too ill to stay with the group, arrangements will be made to send the student home.

27. BE FLEXIBLE and go with the flow!  Many hours have gone into the planning of this trip, but it is impossible to predict bus trouble or similar inconveniences.  It is not unusual for there to be a need for a change in the schedule after we arrive and become aware of information that perhaps was not available before.  Don’t be quick to criticize.  Relax and remember – a complainer ruins a trip atmosphere for everyone.  

28. GET SOME SLEEP! – Everyone loves to stay up late.  However, on a trip of this length, it is really very important for you to get adequate rest.  This should be a learning, fun, and rewarding trip; but it is also a hectic one.  Get some sleep so that we can enjoy each other’s company, enjoy the trip, stay well, and perform to the best of our ability.

PROCEDURES FOR SENDING A STUDENT HOME

1. Director will call to obtain schedule and cost for a common carrier.

2. Student will make a cell phone or collect call home to the parent or guardian.  Prior to the student conversing with the parents, the director will inform the parents of their child’s offense and that he/she is being sent home.  

3. Parents will be asked on which common carrier they would prefer their child to be placed on.

4. Parents will be informed of the time schedule and cost of the carrier.

5. Parents will have the option of coming to pick up their child.

6. If the student is being sent home for disciplinary reasons, the student will be immediately separated from the rest of the organization.

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS

Tour-Rific of Texas – 1-800-829-9505

Silver State Coach (Bus Company) 1-800-892-7979

Sheraton Garden Grove Hotel – 714-703-8400

